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ROAD TRAUMA TRUST FUND 

721. Ms M.M. QUIRK to the Minister for Road Safety: 
I refer to the allocation of funds to the road trauma trust fund for speed and red light cameras. 

(1) Will the minister confirm that the allocation for the past 12 months is yet to be made? 

(2) Is the minister aware that planning for the local RoadWise program and other road safety campaigns is 
on hold until the allocation is made? 

(3) Will the Barnett government maintain its commitment to top up this fund to $15 million this year, 
consistent with previous years? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
(1)-(3) I will answer the question in reverse order. The member asked the government for a commitment to 

increase funding to the Road Safety Council. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: No, to maintain $15 million. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We are going to do better than that. I cannot guarantee exactly what figure it will be. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: If the member wants to hear the answer, she should just sit back and listen. 

Mr P.B. Watson: Take your hands out of your pockets! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member should take his foot out of his mouth! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I would like to get through question time today; I am sure that other members have questions 
to ask. Continual interjections do not help the process. I will have to call members who wish to interject upon the 
minister, but I would like to hear from the minister. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The government is extremely committed to road safety in this state. Our legislation is now 
in the upper house.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite will get the answer that I give them. A lot more money will be going to 
the road trauma trust fund, because � 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members opposite do not like it, because the government is doing something better than 
they did when they were in government. When the Labor Party was in government, it introduced a good bit of 
legislation, and I commend the former Minister for Police for that�that was the unlicensed driver legislation. 
However, the previous government did not fund the legislation in any way. It knew that the legislation would 
need a lot of funds in forward estimates, but it left the funds out of cabinet discussions. We have had to pick up 
the costs. The funds that will be going into the road trauma trust fund will be enormous compared with what the 
previous government put in. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It�s this year. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am answering the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I will make good on my promise, and I formally call to order the member for Albany, the 
member for Kimberley, the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Midland. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What we have done � 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I commented earlier that I would call members who continue to interject 
during question time, and I am following that through. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The government has allocated $30 million for road safety initiatives. That $30 million will 
be spent on more cameras and other road safety initiatives. It will, without question, increase the amount of 
revenue that comes in from Multanovas, red light cameras, point-to-point cameras and � 
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Mr A.P. O�Gorman: You criticised the cameras! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member for Joondalup is off again! That expenditure on road safety measures will 
generate a lot more income in the initial years, as has been the experience overseas and interstate. The road 
trauma trust fund will get one-third of the increased revenue, and the estimate is that it will be more than double 
what the former government put into the road trauma trust fund. We are not so much interested in raising 
revenue. The former government had the police place cameras in areas that were there to revenue raise; this 
government is putting the cameras, through the police, where they need to be put, such as areas where people are 
speeding and where there have been accidents and so forth. I cannot tell the member the actual amount of money 
that will be going into the road trauma trust fund at this stage, but I will find out and I will let the member know.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: So it�s not $15 million? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I am very happy to tell the member. The member knows I share my information with her 
because I am good to her. I have an open book with her and I give her legislation before it has been introduced 
so that she can read it and get her head around it, and I try to help her. I genuinely try to help her. But at the end 
of the day, the road trauma trust fund will be a very important vehicle for our road safety initiatives.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: You could have answered these questions in 30 seconds! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It would be helpful if the Leader of the Opposition could keep some of his people a little 
quieter and under control. If he sent them out doorknocking again, as the member for Armadale did last week, it 
would be a lot quieter in this place!  

This government introduced the Towards Zero road strategy, so if members opposite want to talk about road 
safety, we are the people to talk to.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: We�re talking about the funding for it, minister! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We will fund it. The member knows that is a 12-year strategy. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: It is interesting that the member shows an interest in some areas and not in others. The 
member shows no interest in tourism, and today was the first time in the past year that a question was asked of 
the Minister for Tourism.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member really has no interest in areas other than ones that she thinks big political 
points can be scored. She has no general interest in the broad spectrum of issues. I am very happy to provide the 
member with the information later that I cannot give her in question time. 
 


